
Snap Debate: Africa Day
Honourable Speaker, Mr S.W Lubisi;
Honourable Premier;

Colleagues in the Executive Council;
Honourable Members of the Provincial Legislature;
Distinguished Guests;
Comrades and friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen

Honourable Speaker,

Today, we celebrate the 48th annual commemoration of the Africa Day with great pride and achievement.  This day marks forty-eight years of holding on together as a people, deriving strength in our common identity, and pursuing the vision of a shared destiny. A special appreciation should go to the African Union (AU) for its dedication and commitments towards the uplifting and unlocking Africa’s potential. Today Africa is able to partake in international affairs. 
Indeed, the emergence of Organisation of African Unity (OAU) later African Union (AU) has provided the appropriate framework within which the necessary partnership between the Governments, representatives of the peoples, economic operators and the civil society in general must be strengthened in order to promote the economic and social development of our Continent. 

Most of African States are a democracy. In 2011, many countries have taken to the polls and elect leaders of their choices. Countries like; Nigeria, Bukina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Malawi, Ivory Coast, Uganda and South Africa have followed suit. This indeed is a clear indication that the will of the majority is taken very seriously. 
Honourable Speaker, 
South Africa celebrates this day just few days after it hosted again a successful free and fair Local Government election. A special appreciation should go to the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) for announcing the results just 3 days after the election whilst the Electoral Act states that the election should be made available within 7 days. Indeed, the election results proved that the ANC is still a dominant political party of choice for the majority of our people. This means that the ANC hasn’t lost touch base with its policies but successful representing all South African regardless of race, sex and gender. 
When we celebrate this important day we need to ask ourselves whether as African States have we managed to break the barrier of poverty, inequality and unemployment crippling our communities. And how far shall we see Africa suffer from the high levels of HIV/AIDS? It is befitting to commemorate this important day with a healthy free society. 
Honourable Speaker, 
In the past few months we have witnessed a wave of protest for regime change particularly in the Northern Africa countries. Some countries have managed to surpass the process whilst in Libya the process is still far from over. As the ruling party we hope for the attainment of peace and prosperity for the people of Libya, because Africa's persistent image as a continent in crisis tends to discourage domestic and foreign investors from recognising or taking advantage of the opportunities that Africa offers them. It imposes almost as high a risk premium on countries that are not in conflict as on those that are. The African National Congress took a resolution that it will not rest until the rest of Africa is free. 
We must build on our efforts to consolidate peace and understanding in all the areas where there are positive indications of good governance. However, we also have an obligation to act even with greater vigour to achieve these objectives in areas where conflicts and tension have persisted, a condition which continues to be of great concern to our Organization.
Honourable Speaker, 

When addressing the 30th Anniversary of the death of Stephen Bantu Biko in Cape Town in 2007, the former President of South Africa Mr. Mbeki stated, ‘the regeneration of Africa means that a new and unique civilization is soon to be added to the world. Africa is not a proletarian in the world of science and art. She has precious creations of her own, of ivory, of copper and of gold, fine, plated willow-ware and weapons of superior workmanship. Civilization resembles an organic being in its development-it is born, it perishes, and it can propagate itself. More particularly, it resembles a plant, it takes root in the teeming earth, and when the seeds fall in other soils new varieties sprout up’. 
Indeed, South Africans, perhaps more than other people, have good reason to appreciate the benefits of African unity. The eradication of apartheid owes much to the consistent support of the OAU, and the role it played in ensuring a united African voice and support for our emergence as a democracy. The sacrifices of the people of Africa, including the loss of lives and attacks by the apartheid regime played a significant role in the victory of our liberation struggle. 
As we celebrate this crucial day we also need to give a special homage to the struggle heroes and heroines who paved a way for Africa to realise its potential in the global affairs. Amongst them are leaders like; Isithwalandle Nelson Madela (First Black President of the new South Africa, Nkwame Nkrumah (Ghana’s first President in 1952 at independence to 1966), Dr. Julius Mwalimu Nyerere (Tanzanian first President between 1961-1985). The list is endless. 
Honourable Speaker, 
The African National Congress, conscious of its historic duty to the people of our country, to Africa and to the whole of mankind is determined to pursue peace and stability in all African countries and the world. In many of the African countries the guns are silent and mechanisms towards peaceful resolution of conflicts are in place and peace is being realised. This situation gives us confidence and hope that we are on the right path towards a possible "just world and a better Africa" for humankind. We can today proclaim that a "just world and a better Africa" is a possibility
God bless Africa
I thank you!
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