SNAP DEBATE

FREEDOM DAY: WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD UNITY AND PROSPERITY 
FOR ALL 2012
Honourable Speaker, Mr. S.W Lubisi;
Honourable Premier, Mr. D.D Mabuza;
Colleagues in the Executive Council;
Honourable Members of the Provincial Legislature;
Distinguished Guests;
Comrades and friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen

Honourable Speaker,
Thank you for the opportunity to participate and opening the debate on commemorating the 18th anniversary of our freedom. Freedom Day is a true reminder for all South Africans about the birth of our democracy and also a reflection of where we come from as a country and where we are heading.
 We celebrate this day under the theme, “Working Together To Build Unity and Prosperity For All”. This theme takes us to task, it remind us as to whether are we succeeding in building a united and prosperous South Africa as enshrined in our Constitution.  
Indeed, our Constitution and policies are all based on the quest for a non-racial, non-sexist democratic and prosperous society in which individuals and communities are free to practice their beliefs, traditions and cultures without any fear of intimidation or threat of imprisonment. This means that we all have the collective responsibility to uphold and protect the rights as provided in our Constitution.
In realizing the dream of building a united and prosperous South Africa, we need to agree that it is not a clear cut process but an ongoing one taking into account the legacy of the racial oppression that lasted for many decades. In order to achieve this mission a collective partnership will be a prerequisite, and it will be crucial that all racial groups celebrate this day, because this freedom was fought for all the people of South Africa.
When he was addressing an occasion like this in 2003, the former President of South Africa Mr. Thabo Mbeki said,
‘We celebrate freedom because it has given us the possibility to deliver services to the people in the last nine years that have not been delivered throughout the years of white minority rule, We celebrate freedom Day because millions of our rural people now have access to clean water and electricity, services that benefit especially women and children and We celebrate with many of our poor children because they are now assured of at least a decent meal a day, through the school-feeding system
’.
Honourable Speaker,
I am in agreement with the latter statement and would like to affirm that it will be remiss to celebrate this day without paying special homage to all gallant freedom fighters who fought tirelessly on behalf of the masses of our people irrespective of race and colour for the attainment of this democracy, even though many didn’t witness the birth of our democracy.
Indeed, on Freedom Day, we need to recommit ourselves as a nation in ensuring the defense of the sacred freedoms that we had won as a result of a long, difficult, emotional and costly struggle. To achieve this immense task, we would need all stakeholders’ participation to join forces in the attainment of this mission because Government alone cannot win this battle. 

We have a collective responsibility to educate our people about the importance of this Day; because there is a general feeling amongst some people that Freedom Day is just a mere public holiday.  In actual fact, it is an important Day and a historic moment in our country’s Calendar of National Events which marks the first democratic election in 1994, wherein the ANC became victorious. This day also marks the fall of apartheid regime and colonialism and the beginning of a new era, namely the creation of a non racial nonsexist and prosperous South Africa. 
David McLennan in his select Books agrees that: “This is the one holiday that South Africa takes seriously because of its recent creation. Even if you were born after 1994, you will appreciate this day and why it is an important holiday”
. 
Honourable Speaker,
We need to remind ourselves that the guarantee of these freedoms requires permanent vigilance. It is our pledge to devote ourselves to continue to work to wipe out the legacy of racism in our country. As this could be done through “Working Together To Build Unity and Prosperity for All’’. 
Perhaps on Freedom Day it is time to readjust our focus and fight again for those ideals that so many South Africans, many decades ago were willing to die for
.
We need to ensure that all our people enjoy these freedoms not merely as theoretical rights but they must form the daily life experience of all South Africans
. This could be achieved if we dedicate ourselves to the building of a socially cohesive nation, always working to create a common identity as South Africans, united in diversity, bound together by the same vision of creating a truly non-racial, non-sexist society based on the values of Ubuntu.
Despite the horrors of that era, Apartheid also gave rise to a fierce anti-apartheid liberal tradition that spoke up against the abuse of human rights and enabled a proud rainbow nation to step into the future: this include those who campaigned against removal from the voters’ role, the 1960’s Anti-Pass demonstrators and the freedom leaders who braved imprisonment
.

Honourable Speaker,
Freedom Day is valuable; it is the condition by which we pledge to achieve a better life for all. It’s about looking outside ourselves and finding a balance where we can all coexist in peace, instead of being selfish. If we are selfish with our freedom, we are no better than the Apartheid government.
This year the ANC is celebrating 100 years of its existence, mindful of how critical political power in improving the quality of life of South Africans and to contribute to building a better life for all. The vision remains unchanged and the mission continues whilst the strategy is intensified to bring a better life to all our people. We also acknowledge the fact that circumstance have changed and from a delivery point of view for the better. 

Last month Mpumalanga Province was celebrating the life of former President of the ANC, Comrade Zaccheus Richard Mahabane, who fought tirelessly along other leaders of the ANC for the emancipation of all South Africans despite facing repressive laws of the colonial system. We also pay tribute to this gallant hero of our struggle whose life remains an epitome of selflessness and total commitment to the liberation of our people.  
In conclusion, we believe that by coming together and working in partnerships as government, business, labour, civil society and communities we will succeed in our vision and mission of creating a truly non-racial, non sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa. As we celebrate our freedom, let us strengthen these partnerships that have helped us to improve the quality of life of many of our people in the last eighteen years.
I thank you!
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