Snap Debate Women’s Day Celebration 2011
Honourable Speaker, Mr S.W Lubisi;
Honourable Premier;

Colleagues in the Executive Council;
Honourable Members of the Provincial Legislature;
Distinguished Guests;
Comrades and friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen

Honourable Speaker,

The month of August in South Africa is widely celebrated as Women’s Month. This is a symbol by the ANC-led government to honour those heroines of our struggle who fought tirelessly for the emancipation of all women from the white-only racist government. Indeed, the 9th August 1955 will forever remain a special day for women from all racial groups who marched to the Union Buildings in protest against oppressive apartheid pass laws.  

They took that decision mindful of the reputations, but remained steadfast to their objectives since they knew exactly that they not only representing a particular class of the society but all the oppressed women of: Mametlhake in Mpumalanga, of Matatiele in the Eastern Cape, of Nkandla in KwaZulu Natal and Botshabelo in the Free State the list is endless. 
Honourable Speaker, 

The theme for Women’s Month this year is: “Working together to enhance women’s opportunities to economic empowerment”. This theme challenges both private and public sector and asks us questions whether we have managed to map the needs of the women in the developmental agenda. 
It is a fact that since 1994, the ANC-led government has made great strength in addressing this plight. Today, we are proud to announce that our Legislature has 50% representation of women, and this is a clear sign that we are mindful of our vision. However, the challenges are still far to be addressed.  
Honourable Speaker, 

The Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation shares the same sentiments with that of our national government for putting the needs of women on the national agenda. For example; the department has programmes that seek to address the needs of women more particularly in sport and recreation. Those programmes are; Siyadlala Mass Participation; Indigenous games; School Sport and the Golden Oldies programme. These programmes create an opportunity for women and girl learners to actively participates in sports and redeem their talents.

The dept has planned to support the netball teams in the province and aims to re-establish them all levels of the municipalities.  We also supported the Pumas Women’s Rugby Team, and also facilitated in the organising of the National Women’s Rugby under 16’s. 

Honourable Speaker, 
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