Snap Debate: Youth Day Celebration 2011
Honourable Chairperson: A.F Mahlalela;
Colleagues in the Executive Council; 
Honourable Members of the Provincial Legislature;
Distinguished Guests;
Comrades and friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen

Honourable Chairperson,

On 16 June 2011the whole country will be commemorating the 35th 1976 Soweto uprisings in Orlando Stadium in Soweto as a National Event. On that day young black pupils of Soweto took to the street protesting against the use of Afrikaans language as a medium of instruction. 
We commemorate this day; with the theme “Youth Action for Economic Freedom in our Lifetime” few days after we had laid to rest one of our iconic heroine uMama Albertina Sisulu may her soul rest in peace. Her contribution and dedication to the struggle for the liberation of our country will remain the fountain from which the liberating waters of economic freedom for our youth will spring.

We agree with the leadership of the youth that economic freedom should be at the centre of the total emancipation of the people more especially the youth. We say so because economic freedom yields job creation, skills development and education. And these are the basic needs of young people. 
Honourable Chairperson, 

It is a fact that the youth constitutes a high percentage of South Africa’s population and remain affected by the scourge of poverty, unemployment and HIV/AIDS. It is the youth who are also the victims of substance abuse.  
Many young people of this country are unemployed and majority of them are found in rural areas. The cause for concern is that some of them are without adequate skills and needs training. When addressing a special cabinet meeting late last year (October) on key economic challenges facing South Africa, President Jacob Zuma pointed out that, “The New Growth Path sets a target of creating five million jobs in the next 10 years. This target is projected to reduce unemployment from 25% to 15%”. This is in line with the mandate of the ANC of halving poverty in 2014. 
Subsequent to that the National Department of Arts and Culture held a Summit from the 14-15 April 2011 on Cultural and Creative Industries. The resolutions taken at the summit talks direct to the issues of economic growth, job creation and youth development. Provinces are expected to consolidate provincial outputs that speak to their approach to cultural and creative industries. 

Honourable Chairperson, 

Let me remind this August House that our beloved movement is consistent with supporting youth development; in 2007 at Polokwane we resolved that, 

“We must massify the National Youth Service Programme and that this must be adopted as government policy, and that government should engage the private sector to contribute towards the National Youth Service Programme”

On the 25th of this month the Mpumalanga Provincial Government in partnership with the NYDA will be commemorating the youth day in Nkangala Region at Verena as one of the event of June.
Honourable Chairperson, 


The Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation in the province has established the Cultural hubs with the idea of fostering economic growth more especially amongst the youth. These hubs are one of our richest and most important resources, with the capacity to generate significant economic and social benefits for the nation. 
Indeed, Sports is a powerful tool for youth development. As a leading department in sport and recreation we will establish Mpumalanga Academy of Sport at Emakhazeni Municipality. This Academy will benefit the youth in general and assist them in unleashing their talents. Further, as the department we have prioritised eight sporting codes such as; Football, Netball, Chess, Rugby, Swimming, Volleyball, Athletics and Gymnastics. This is a positive sign that the Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation leads in developing young artistic talents in the province. 
In conclusion Honourable Speaker, it is true that the Freedom Charter that was adopted in Kliptown in 1955 by the real Congress of the People has become deeply rooted in the hearts of our youth as a beacon of hope to fulfil their genuine aspirations. 
I thank you
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