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The Mpumalanga Department of Education would like to take this opportunity to applaud Khanyisile Vilakazi, a 17 year old from Lowveld High School in Nelspruit, who has triumphed at this year’s Young Communicators Awards. 

Beginning her speech with the famous line: ’Are you free or are you dom’, competition winner Khanyisile from Mpumalanga tackled the pot-hole-riddled topic of freedom and responsibility.

Khanyisile’s speech titled ‘Emancipation’ modeled her calm confidence and rich emotions that won the judges over to walk away with the top price which include a R30 000 study bursary, a trophy, as well as a R10 000 cheque for her school.
Her sheer brilliance set her apart from eight other contestants in two competitions, the four minute prepared speech and the impromptu conversation at a 2 hour event held in Johannesburg.
The competition, which is part of the Aggrey Klaaste Nation Building portfolio, is a public speaking competition as well as a leadership development and personal growth initiative taking grade 11 and 12 learners on workshops and provincial public speaking contests culminating in the national competition that took place on the 20 June 2009 at the Birchwood Hotel in Boksburg.

The competition is targeted at high school learners in grades 11 and 12 with the aim of improving oral English communication in young South Africans who do not have English as a first language or mother tongue.  It also serves to assist them in leadership development, presentation skills and personal growth. 
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