
Congratulations Class
of 2016!

INDEX

2 Message by the MEC,
Mrs Reginah Mhaule

5

Imperial Toyota Nelspruit
Official Sponsor

6

Message by the Premier
Hon DD Mabuza

7 Wandile is a Genius

8 Provincial Breakdown

9 Provincial Breakdown

10 Provincial Breakdown

11 Circuit Breakdown

12 Circuit Breakdown

13 Municipal Breakdown

14 Congratulations to the 
Provincial Top 10

15 Second Change Matric-
Seize the Opportunity

16 MEC Mhaule honours
Top 40 Learners 

“The doors of learning
and Culture shall be

opened…

The aim of education
shall be to teach the
youth to love their

people and their
culture, to honour

human
brotherhood.”

17 Newspaper Clippings



Message by the MEC, Mrs Reginah Mhaule

We wish to use this opportunity to extend warm welcome to all our teachers, non-teaching staff and our 
learners  to the 2017 school year that is officially starting today.

It is indeed good to have you back from the well-deserved leave. It is our hope that you have re-energized 
and ready to hold the bull by its horns.
2017 started on a positive note. 

We have as a province been able to announce the credible 2016 Grade 12 results 
which were encouraging in a number of fronts.

We are encouraged because:
• Out of the 54 251 full time learners who wrote in 2016 and we appreciate 
that 41 801 made the grade. 

• Out of the 8 577 progressed candidates that wrote the examinations, 4 
677 of them passed which represents a 54.5% pass rate. 

• 449 of the progressed candidates satisfied requirements for admission to 
bachelors while 2073 of them satisfied requirements for diploma admission.

• All the four districts namely Bohlabela, Ehlanzeni, Gert Sibande 
and Nkangala have performed above the 72% pass rate. 

• 261 schools of the 549 schools performed between 80% 
and 99% pass rate.

• There are 189 schools out of the 549 that performed 
between 60% and 80% pass rate bracket and  

• That 612 learners passed Physical Science with 
distinctions which is an improvement from the 455 
candidates of 2015. 

We are not satisfied with these results because we were 
unable to achieve our set target of 10% improvement, 
that the number of schools that performed below 60% 
increase from the 70 in 2015 to 79 in 2016. 

In addition, the number of learners who met the 
Bachelor pass requirements decreased from 13497 

achieved in 2015 to 12420 in n 2016 as compared to 

I also stated that when schools re-open, I will visit your school to 
extend our appreciation its outstanding performance.

The intention of the 2017 Learner Performance Improvement 
Plan (LPIP) is to:
• Increase learner performance by 10% across all grades 
and subjects

• Increase Grade 12 learner performance from 77% to 87%

• Improve learner performance at districts, circuits and 

schools by 10%.

• Increase the percentage of learners passing at bachelor level by 5%.

• Increase the number of learners taking Mathematics and Physical Science  
 in Grade 10 – 12.

• Increase the number and percentage of learners passing Mathematics and  
 Physical Sciences at 50% and above by 5%.

• Increase the number and percentage of learners in grade 3, 6 and 9 passing  
 Languages and Mathematics at 50% and above by 10%

 Equally encouraging is that the Province is making serious inroads in encouraging 
the majority of our school community to appreciate the fact that Mathematics, 
Physical Science and Technology are subjects that hold a key to free our country 
from the triple challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequality.

We need to ensure that it becomes fashionable for our learners to take up and 
perform well in Mathematics, Physical Science and Technology for the province to 
achieve the objectives of the Provincial Economic Growth and Development Path.
It is for this reason that we urge all parents to create an enabling environment for 
children to take and perform well in these subjects.

The Mathematics, Sciences and Technology Academy (MSTA) has been 
established as a lever to improve the performance of learners in these subjects 
and to help position competitiveness nationally and internationally. The main hub 
of this Academy is situated at Emalahleni Local Municipality.

Already there are more than 1 000 Mathematics and Physical Sciences teachers 
who received training on subject content and pedagogical content knowledge as 
well as facilitation skills using e-resources through the MST Academy. 

This number excludes 492 teachers from the primary schools which are feeder 
schools to the MSTA Secondary Schools. These teachers were also capacitated 
on the use of ICT resources to enhance the teaching and learning practices  in 
2016. 

This will ensure that learners enjoy a 21st century learning environment; lessons 
will be broadcast from the main hub to the 101 MSTA Schools and also in clusters 
linked to the sub hubs. 

It is encouraging that from 2016 onwards all the Grade 10 learners in the 101 
schools took pure Mathematics and Physical Science as their core subjects. 

This will continue to Grade 11 in 2017 and by 2018 all grade 12 learners in these 
schools will write Mathematics and Physical Science as their core subjects.

The Department will this year prioritise advocacy programmes for the 
Mathematics, Physical Science and Technology subjects, finalize the resourcing of 
these schools, build the capacity of teachers and officially launch the Academy.

School Performance

Out of the 549 schools in the province, Hoërskool Nelspruit is the Top Performing 

School in the province. 

The school enrolled 229 learners and they all passed, 179 of their learners 
obtained bachelor passes and it is the school with the most distinctions which are 
373.  This school is within this Municipality, Cllr Mathonsi

We also noted that there were six learners who obtained 100% (300 out of 300) in 
Mathematics. 

As if that was not enough, seven learners obtained 100% in Physical Science.

Four learners also obtained 100% in Accounting. This is showcasing the potential 
that this province has. 

The Department will convene meetings with different role players to do an in-depth 
analysis of these results and to review the plans which were crafted before these 
results were announced.

Our objective is to change the lives of all our people for the better through the 
delivery of quality education and skills development. 

In this regard, the Department implores all sectors of society to come to the table 
so that we together can collaborate to change South Africa for the better. 

We equally wish to extend our appreciation to all institutions that supported the 
department.

I also take this time to congratulate the class of 2016 and to wish everyone a 
successful 2017.

Ngiyabonga.
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which were encouraging in a number of fronts.
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perform well in Mathematics, Physical Science and Technology for the province to 
achieve the objectives of the Provincial Economic Growth and Development Path.
It is for this reason that we urge all parents to create an enabling environment for 
children to take and perform well in these subjects.

The Mathematics, Sciences and Technology Academy (MSTA) has been 
established as a lever to improve the performance of learners in these subjects 
and to help position competitiveness nationally and internationally. The main hub 
of this Academy is situated at Emalahleni Local Municipality.

Already there are more than 1 000 Mathematics and Physical Sciences teachers 
who received training on subject content and pedagogical content knowledge as 
well as facilitation skills using e-resources through the MST Academy. 

This number excludes 492 teachers from the primary schools which are feeder 
schools to the MSTA Secondary Schools. These teachers were also capacitated 
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Our objective is to change the lives of all our people for the better through the 
delivery of quality education and skills development. 

In this regard, the Department implores all sectors of society to come to the table 
so that we together can collaborate to change South Africa for the better. 
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Ngiyabonga.
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As I wish you a prosperous New Year, I want to take this time to congratulate the Class of 2016 for their 
good performance in the 2016 National Senior Certificate Examination. 

As you may very well know, the reality is that our communities regard Grade 12 as a yardstick of 
determining the success of our learners and the functionality of our education system at both primary and 
secondary level.

It is also worth noting that the province is also counting on our learners as future 
leaders, professionals and good citizens. 

I thus want to implore all our learners who have made the grade to play the 
ambassadorial role for Mpumalanga province, as our flag bearers to fly the 
provincial flag high at all the national tertiary institutions. Please carry on with the 
fresh energy of 2017 and do us proud in all fronts that you undertake. 

We have also opened our doors to teaching and learning at the 
University of Mpumalanga and we wish to encourage you to take the 
University of Mpumalanga as your institution of first choice. 

I am also happy that the private-public partnership is progressing 
well as private sector companies have also come to the party and 
provide financial assistance to our learners. 

We appreciate this and we wish to urge the private sector to 
always work with government in all fronts of human development.

At the same time let me acknowledge and appreciate the great 
role played by parents, teachers, civil society, business, the 
traditional leadership and religious leaders as well as all 
structures and individuals who have made the 2016 grade 12 
class a success.

Let me also say that the provincial government and the 
people of Mpumalanga are very proud of the fact that in 
2016, the province has run an incident free examination 
process for six years in a row. We thus commend the 
Department of Education in this regard and we applaud the 
good work of the men and women of the province for the 
sterling work in this regard. Well done! 

To those of you who have not made it this time around, I 
want to remind you not to despair, but to remember that 
exams and grades are temporal and education is permanent. 
You can still make it, just be more focused and dedicated in 
your second attempt.

Congratulations Class of 2016 and a Prosperous 2017 to you 
all.

Message by the Hon Premier, Mr David Mabuza

In Appreciation, Hon DD Mabuza



2016 Mulla Nomaan Shoukat 
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Wandile Mtshweni from Bongumusa Secondary School, Thembisile Hani Local 
Municipality ,obtained 100% in Mathematics and Physical Science  (300 out of 
300). He passed all his six  subjects with distinctions  ( level 7).

He was honored with:

A full bursary from the Mpumalanga provincial Government 

A Laptop from MTN 

R20 000 from SASOL
 
R10 000 from Standard Bank 

A tablet from Vodacom 

Travelling Bags from Old Mutual 

" He is simply the best "

Wandile is a Genius!

Congratulations 
are in order

Well done our 
son!  
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Provincial Breakdown

Provincial % of Pass – 12 Years

Schools that obtained 100% pass rate
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Provincial Breakdown

Top Learner 2016: Mulla Nomaan Shoukat 

Districts Performance 2012-2016

The 2016 overall best 
learner was honored 

with:
A full bursary from the 

Mpumalanga 
Provincial Government

 
A Laptop from MTN

Travelling Bags from 
Old Mutual 

R10000 from Standard 
Bank

R10000 from SASOL

A tablet from 
Vodacom 

A brand new car from 
Imperial Toyota 

Nelspruit 

"Indeed hard work 
pays"
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Provincial Breakdown

Pass Categories 2010 - 2016

Performance Per Category (2012 –16)
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Circuit Breakdown

2012 – 2016 Bohlabela Circuits Pass %

2012 – 2016 Ehlanzeni Circuits Pass %
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Circuit Breakdown

2012 – 2016 Gert Sibande Circuits Pass %

2012 – 2016 Ehlanzeni Circuits Pass %
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Municipalities Breakdown

2012 – 2016 Municipalities Pass %

Best Performing School: Hoërskool Nelspruit 
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Congratulations to the Provincial Top 10 Learners

From Left to Right:
Front: Mzimba Rifumo Progress, Steenekamp Beatrix, Mulla Nomaan Shoukat, 

Mahlangu Khanyisile Makhosazana, Sibiya Busisiwe Charlote.
Back: Hill  Trevor Jason, Valli  Naushad, Gardee Muhammad Zakariyya, Mtshwene Wandile Wesley, Grobler Barend Jacobus. 

Overall Best Learner for 2016
Mulla Nomaan Shoukat
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Second Chance Matric - Sieze the Opportunity 

“Programme 
Director, there 

are 12 451 
learners that 

did not make it 
this time 
around. 

These leaners 
need our full 

support. Those 
who qualify for 

the 
supplementary 

examinations 
should be 

advised 
accordingly 

and be assisted 
so that they can 

use that 
opportunity to 

make the grade.

Those who are 
required to 
repeat the 

grade for the 
first time must 

be given a 
chance. I hope 
all principals 

hear this.” MEC 
Mhaule

The Department will support learners in three phases viz.:  

• Learners that qualify to write the supplementary examinations 
(Examinations written in Feb/March) 

• Progressed learners sitting for the Modularised Writing option for 
the NSC which will be implemented annually from 2016 as well as 
candidates sitting for the extended Senior Certificate (Examinations 
written in June) 

• Any individual that that failed to meet the NSC requirements and are 
enrolled as part-time candidates (Examinations written in 
November) 

The plan of the Department provides for three different models of 
support: 

• Face-to-Face classes at 6 venues provincially mainly rural,   
predominantly rural, in the 11  gateway subjects with LTSM 

• Broadcast solutions (Open view HD and DSTV) at 4 venues per 
province and  private household viewing (420 000 households) , 
radio with LTSM  

• Online/Offline Digital support Programme  Internet and CAP 
(Content Access Point) – 14 Teacher  Centres and Libraries  

The following are the Subjects that will be prioritised: 

•    Accounting 

•    Business Studies 

•    Economics 

•    Geography 

•    Life Science 

•    Mathematics 

•    Mathematical Literacy 

•    Physical Science 

•    Agricultural Sciences 

•    English FAL and  

•    History 
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MEC Mhaule honours the Top 40 Learners 

We are highly 
honoured by the 

presence of Mr Sam 
Nzima who captured 

and published the most 
famous of his pictures, 
the Hector Pieterson 

image which truly 
mirrors the incidents of 
that time. He helped to 

tell the story 
throughout the world 
about the challenges 

that this country faced 
at that time..

I request that Mr Sam 
Nzima to stand up so 

that the house can 
acknowledge his 
presence and to 
appreciate his 

contribution to the 
struggle towards 

people emancipation. 

I request that he 
ascend the stage to 
receive his token of 

appreciation 
Siyabonga Babawethu

“We are convening this occasion under the theme “Youth Moving South Africa 
Forward”.

We do this to join the 2016 country’s commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of 
the 1976 Soweto Uprising. 

We are doing  this  so that we can truly and honestly reflect on the long road 
travelled by this country and its people, and to continue to advance the course of 
opening the doors of education and learning for All in this constitutional 
democratic dispensation.

It is for this reason that we will today acknowledge the top 40 schools; and the 
top 40 learners. 

We are making a commitment to grant each of  the top forty learners bursaries to 
pursue their chosen field of study at any public South African University”. 

MEC Mhaule
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“ The Department extends its appreciation to all sponsors for 
the good and patriotic gesture. 

This is one of the best motivations available to our learners to 
do their best and pass with flying colors including the bursaries 

that government offers to deserving students. ”


