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Editorial

The ink barrel continues to
communicate...

The third quarter has been hectic in the
department due to programmes that
have been implemented by various
sections.

This is because there were many
planned activities aimed at enhancing
the fight against crime and improving the
lives of ordinary people, those who stay
within the province and those who come
astourists.

Mr. Joseph Mabuza

The launch and rollout of the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence
Against Women and Children is one project that kept the department
running up and down to ensure its successful implementation.

Besides the activities of the campaign, the department also
introduced the Overall Friday Campaign with the aim of encouraging
government officials to do some physical work and assist community
members.

This project was conceived by the Communication Section of the
department in order for officials to work outside of their offices on
Fridays and Saturdays.

It encourages officials, HOD and the MEC to visit and give needy
families donated food parcels, assist police stations and the victim
support centres with donated paints and blankets.

This is done to motivate the victims of crime that they should feel
accepted by government and community members.

Through this campaign the department, working together with SAPS
coordinated several operations including tavern raids, roadblocks
and other activities aimed at crime prevention. During these
operations, the department also worked with the Community Police
Forums, which are key in the community policing concept.

All these projects had worked wonders for the department and the
province because they had a positive effect on the reduction of crime
especially during the third quarter.

The arrival of MEC Vusi Shongwe as the new icon for the department
enhanced all the work the department has been doing.

As a “hands-on” person, he assisted the department to be more
visible in the province and nationally, hence the impact created by the
implementation of departmental projects.

The MEC promised that all the projects of the department would
continue at a faster pace and also increase the number of public
participation activities.

Most of the projects mentioned above and others have been profiled
in this publication for Hlayisekani readers to be enriched. Hlayisekani
is an eye opening read, continue reading all the articles in this issue,
you will be empowered and have a better understanding of our
department.
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“Ayihlome Ihlasele izigebengu!” kusho uShongwe
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Lesi sithombe sathathwa mhla uMnyango wamaphoyisa uvula ngokusemthethweni umkhankaso owaziwa ngeDuty Call obuhlelelwe isikhathi
samaholide. Amaphoyisa ayefanekisa ukuthi azimisele kangakanani nokuthi izigebengu zizosala enkundleni. Osesithombeni akafile, bekulingiswa.
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njengoMphathiswa wezokuPhepha, ukuVikela ziphume ziphele lapha eMpumalanga. lzigebengu
nokuXhumanisa umphakathi eMpumalanga azinandawo lapha ngaphandle kwasemajele. Azitshele
enyangeni kalwezi [November] uVusi Shongwe nezinye ukuthi sekubhedile, uShongwe ufikile futhi akadlali.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - akachithanga sikhathi, uvele wayiphaka impi wathi

Kungakapheli zinsuku ezitheni eqgokwe “lzigebengu zonke mazithwale konke okungokwazo

“ayihlome ihlasele” izigebengu. “Sifuna umphakathi uhlale ngokukhululeka emakhaya, uma

OVERALL FR'DAY CAMPA'GN abantu befuna ukulala bevule amawindi, bakwenze
‘. ; . . - : T Ekhuluma kwabemithombo yezindaba ehlukahlukene, ngokukhululeka lokho bengesabi muntu, bangamane

= ' ek b uMphathiswa uShongwe wakubeka ngokusobala ukuthi bazisabele omiyane, hhayi izigebengu,” kusho

ufuna isifundazwe saseMpumalanga sibe uMhlonishwa uShongwe.
esingenabugebengu.

Kusenjalo umnumzane uShongwe wazethula
Wathi iMpumalanga inamagugu amaningi athandwa kuziphathimandla zamaphoyisa, wabachazela indlela
izivakashi zaphesheya, futhi inamathuba amaningi akafuna ukusebenza ngayo. Akabafihlelanga ukuthi
kubatshali zimali, ngakho-ke ayisoze yabuswa izigebengu uzogijima namaphoyisa lapho egijimisa izigebengu.
ezimbalwa. Waghubeka wathi, nomphakathi

! A waseMpumalanga obalelwa ezigidini ezintathu “Amaphoyisa angabantu njengathi sonke. Anegazi futhi

T e nesithupha [3.6 million] kumele uhlale ngokuthula, ayabuzwa ubuhlungu uma eshiswa yilanga noma enethwa
Poal L€ el AFB N i ungesabi futhi ungabuswa izigebengu ezimbalwa. izimvula.

B B B B B BB BB B Continue to page 4
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Shongwe assists police arrest a rape suspect

Asuccess for the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children

hat a better way of contributing positively towards

the campaign that which fights for the mistreated,

by arresting a rape suspect who had been on the
run for months and months.

Barely two days after the launch of the 16 Days of Activism
for No Violence Against Women and Children in 2010, MEC
Vusi Shongwe's raids at the taverns assisted in bringing to
book a rape victim who had been on the run for a long time.
The suspect was arrested when MEC Shongwe had visited
Mzinoni Township outside Bethal.

When MEC and the police arrived at a local tavern to
interact with the community, many people ran away and the
suspect tried to hide thinking that they could not recognise
him. The police quickly arrested and sent him to Mzinoni
Police Station.

“The police are happy with this arrest; they say they have
done a two-month work in two hours. The arrest is a
success in terms of the campaign of no violence against
women and children. We are sending a strong message
that criminals have no place in Mpumalanga.

“This suspect has been abusing its victims mentally
because he had been on the run. With his arrest we want
the victims to have a peace of mind knowing that he is
behind bars.

Continued from page 3

“Ngizobe nginawo ngaso sonke isikhathi ukuze akhuthale
futhi awusebenzele ngothando umphakathi.

“Lawo maphoyisa anesikhathi sokudlala ngomsebenzi,
nalawo enza inkohlakalo, nalawo azimbandakanya
ebugebengwini, nalawo adlala ngezimoto zombuso, ngithi
kuphelile ngawo. Awaphume aphele esiphoyiseni singaze
siwakhiphe thina,” kusho uShongwe.

Iziphathimandla zamaphoyisa zabe sezimupha ijakhethi
ecwebezelayo ebhalwe ukuthi “POLICE” uMphathiswa
ayiggoka lapho ephelezela amaphoyisa uma enza
izivimbamgwaqo [roadblocks], esesha abantu ezitaladini
nasemathaveni. Umphathiswa uShongwe usezakhele ugazi
emiphakathini eminingi ekujabulelayo lokhu akwenzayo
ikakhulukazi osomabhizinisi.

“Sifuna umphakathi uwathembe amaphoyisa ngoba aletha
ukuphepha. Kuyadingeka-ke ukuthi amaphoyisa

“We are serious when we say we want our people to fear
no human beings but the mosquitoes,” said MEC
Shongwe.

The MEC has appealed on women not to allow strangers
to manipulate their vulnerabilities. He said they must be
vigilant at all times and avoid walking alone in unfamiliar
places which might predispose them such incidences.

Besides the arrest of the rape suspect, the stop and
search operations conducted the day before the day of
the arrest at Bethal managed to find a deserted gun after
the owner also ran away upon the arrival of the police.

Three huge bags of dagga were also found in one of the
vehicles searched by the police.

A drunk-woman was chased away by the police after she
was found at a tavern with an eight-year old child. She
claimed the child was 'taking care' of her at the tavern as
she showed her the way back home when she is drunk.

The MEC said such women did not do justice to other
women who wanted respect from abusive men.

Both the woman and her child are in danger of being
abused when they go home. It does not make sense why
she is so careless about her life,” said MEC Shongwe.

awenze ngokwethembeka umsebenzi wawo ukuze abuyise
isithunzi sawo.

“Ngokunjalo nomphakathi awuhlale uxhumana njalo
namaphoyisa lapho kunezigameko zobugebengu. Siyazi
sonke ukuthi amaphoyisa awamaningi ngaleyondlela,
okusho ukuthi angeze aba khona kuyo yonke imigwaqo,
kudingeka-ke umphakathi uwazise ngobugebengu
obenzakalayo, ukuze agijimele khona,” kusho uShongwe.

Kuningi asekufezile uMphathiswa kusukela engene kulesi
sikhundla. Endaweni yaseTonga wasiza amaphoyisa
abamba utshwala obebudayiswa ngokumthetho.
E-Bushbuckridge wasiza amaphoyisa athola imoto
ebintshontshiwe.

Kwabanjwa abantu abaningi abasheyela bedle amanzi
amponjwana futhi bephuza emigwageni. Kwabanjwa
nabantu abaningi abakuleli abangenamaphephamvume
okuba eSouth Africa.
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Political parties should not
interfere with police operations

olitical parties should not threaten the police

or they should not mobilize communities to

prevent the police from doing their work.
This could lead to instability when communities
clash against the law protectors.

Mpumalanga Safety, Security and Liaison MEC
Vusi Shongwe is appealing to political parties not to
prevent police from doing their work especially in
the townships.

Shongwe said this after accompanying the police
to Carolina near Ermelo to raid some troublesome
taverns.

He was briefed at the police station that some
leaders of certain political parties were perpetrating
the threat not to allow the police to conduct
operation in the taverns.

He was also told that the tension had been sparked
by the earlier SAPS operation where it was alleged
that the police stole patron's wallets and cellular
phones.

It was said afterwards that a certain group of
people threatened to switch off the electricity
supply in the area and subsequently attack the
police.

Police women busy at a roadblock. The MEC has appealed to the political parties not to interfere with the
operations conducted by the police especially in the townships when they do stop and search operations.

MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON

They also threatened to burn the houses of the
police officers if they continue conducting
operations in the area. “The police are there to
protect the Constitution of the Republic. This
includes the Bill of Rights and they cannot be
stopped by anyone from doing their work.

“Crime affects everyone, whether you are a
member of a political party or not. The police
should confiscate all dangerous weapons in the
townships in order for our communities to live
peacefully without fearing criminals.

“People appreciate what we are doing when we
increase police visibility in their areas especially
at night, they say they feel safe and we should
continue conducting these raids,” said MEC
Shongwe.

The MEC said he was aware that the same was
happening at Leandra where a political party was
denied access to the township to do its door-to-
door campaign by few individuals.

He said the government would not fail the people
of South Africa as it will ensure that the police
protect everyone. He further urged religious
leaders, traditional leaders, and organized labour
to support the police in conducting the raids.
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to leak iINnformation to public

pumalanga Safety, Security and Liaison

MEC Vusi Shongwe has warned police not to

leak information to the public on planned
operations.

Shongwe was speaking during a police parade before
a law enforcement operation that took place in
December in Ermelo and Breyten respectively.

The operation was part of the department's project
called Overall Friday which is aimed at increasing the
visibility of police and also to enhance the crime
prevention objective of the police.

The activities of the project includes conducting of
road blocks, raiding of shebeens and liquor outlets to
check if they do comply with their licence, and handing
over of food parcels and furniture to victim support
centres and poor families.

In his comments, Shongwe said that information about
operations is confidential, and the public should not
know about planned activities of the police. He said
that police officers should always be responsible for
safeguarding the information about operations to make
sure that it is not leaked to the public.

Shongwe added that such habits tempers with the
work of police in eliminating dangerous weapons and
people who pose danger to the community. “This
project will continue until crime is completely
eradicated, we will make sure that we do not leave any
stone unturned.

By leaking critical information police are actually
sabotaging their own operation and that must surely
come to an end,” warned the MEC.

During these operations in Ermelo and Breyten, 24
liquor outlets were raided and one shebeen was
closed and seven taverns were fined for violating the
conditions of the operating licence. In the process, two

PAGE 16

firearms were confiscated and a most wanted
robbery suspect was arrested.

Shongwe commended the police for working very
hard, however, he mentioned that if information
did not leaked to the public, more dangerous
weapons, drugs could have been confiscated and
wanted suspects arrested.

Meanwhile, the MEC told the police that he had
written letters to Mayors in Mpumalanga to
activate their bylaws to assist in the fight against
crime. These bylaws will enable the police to
enforce the law for offences such as drinking in
recreational areas such as parks.

MEC Shongwe checks if the police officer is writing the
correct information

MEC Shongwe is appealing to the police not to leak
information to the communities about their operations.

MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON
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help of communities when they work hand-in-hand with the police.

MEC Vusi Shongwe has undertaken to turn Mpumalanga province
into a safe haven and he wants the public to give him at least only
nine months to achieve his ambition.

Speaking at the Prestige Awards ceremony in recently, MEC
Shongwe publicly told SAPS National Deputy Commissioners
who had attended the event that after nine months,
Mpumalanga would be one of the safest provinces in South
Africa.

He said with the assistance of the people, criminals would run
away and if they wanted to fight with the police they would have
to fight him first as he would be in the forefront.

“Give me nine months; the province will change for the better. |
want communities to sleep outside their homes if they wish so.

“The police will be more respected. Criminals will rather prefer to
be in the police vans instead of coming face-to-face with the
police "said MEC Shongwe.

“The bullet will have to hit me first before killing innocent people
who would be protected by SAPS members,” said Shongwe to
the excitement of guests.

He said corrupt and lazy police officers should leave the service
because their lives would be difficult as he intended to “leave no
e unturned” in the fight against crime and corruption.

MEC Shongwe promises to turn things around in Mpumalanga after nine months. He says his success will only be possible with the

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2010

Give me only nine months™ appeals Shongwe

St

MEC Shongwe explained that crime was a social problem
that destabilized communities and it also affected the
province's economy as government ended up dedicating
more resources on fighting crime.

He told guests that in the first nine days he had been in the
office, he had received calls from people commending him
for increasing police visibility. He further urged the
community to assist the police by giving tip-offs saying he
would be in the centre to promote the good relationship.

“Itis also a fact that the fight against crime and corruption
can never be a sole responsibility of government, everyone
should do something because crime does not discriminate
as it affects the poor, rich, educated, business people and
politicians,” said MEC Shongwe.

Talking about the awards, Shongwe said he was convinced
that SAPS had committed women in the fight against crime.
He said women officers demonstrated the good relationship
between the communities and the police because of the
community projects they have embarked on.

According to the MEC, women were naturally giving and
selfless. He was happy that police recognized exceptional
women because the awards developed an assertive cadre
of women leaders capable of independent thinking, thereby
contributing to quality service delivery.

MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON

%




HLAYISEKANI NEWS

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2010

Abesifazane mababike [zenzo zokuhlukunyezwa ngokwezocans

mphathiswa wezokuPhepha,

ukuVikela nokuXhumana
U eMpumalanga uVusi Shongwe

uthi abesifazane mababike

izenzo zokuhlukunyezwa
ngokwezocansi emaphoyiseni.

Ngokusho kukaMphathiswa,
abesifazane banokusetshenziswa
ngokwezocansi hgoba bethembele
kwabesilisa ngokwezimali
nangokondliwa.

Lokhu kudala inkinga ngoba bagcina
sebesetshenziselwa izinto
ezingafanele.

“Kusukela kudala abesifazane
bebehlala behlukumezekile ukudlula
abesilisa. Bebeholelwa imali encane
kodwa benza umsebenzi ofanayo
nowabesilisa.

Kuthi noma sebesemakhaya babuye
benze imisebenzi yamakhosikazi,”
kusho uMphathiswa.

Abesifazane abaningi bayaphogelelwa
ukuthi baye ocansini ngisho
bengathandi, ngenxa yokuthi nje
baganile. Lokho kungukuhlukumeza
okumele kuyobikwa eziteshini

zamaphoyisa.

Abantu besifazane bagcina
sebenziwa izigqila socansi, futhi kube
abantu abangaghubekeli phambili
ezimpilweni zabo. Kugcina
kungabantu abaphilela ukuthola
abantwana benze imisebenzi
yasendlini kuphela.

Umphathiswa usezwakalise
ukukhathazeka ngokuthi nganhlanye
uHulumeni wenza konke okusema
ndleni ukugwashisa ngokuhlukunye
zwa kwabasifazane kodwa futhi
imiphakathi ingenzi lutho ngalokho.

Uthi kuyamkhathaza ukuthi
bangawasebenzisi amathuba avezwe
uHulumeni ekusizeni labo abahluku
mezekile. “Ukuhlukunyezwa
kwabantwana, ukubulawa kwabantu
bese kesetshenziswa izitho zabo,
ukudlengulwa, ukuthengiswa
kwabantu into esaghubeka
nokwenzeka emphakathini esiphila
kuyo.

“Abantu abaningi sebeze bayesaba
ngisho nokuyovula amacala
emaphoyiseni ngoba bazitshela
ukuthi abukho ubulungiswa uma
uhlukumezekile. Ngicela amaphoyisa
nabo bonke ababhekelene

nezobulungiswa ukuthi banake labo
abahlukunyeziwe ukuze bakholwe ukuthi
umthetho ungowethu sonke,” kusho
uShongwe.

Umphathiswa ube esecela nabaholi
bendabuko ukuthi baginisekise izimilo
nokulwa nokuhlukunyezwa
kwabesifazane nabantwana
emphakathini.

“Kusenabantu abakholelwa ukuthatha
amakhosikazi ngenkani, bawashade
ngale kwemvume yawo. Abanye
baphogelela izingane ezincane
zamantombazane ukuba zibe
amakhosikazi egameni lokuthi kuyisiko.

“Lokhu uHulumeni kumele akusukumele
ngoba okunye akukuhle lapho seku
phazamisa amalungelo abanye abantu,”
kusho uShongwe.

Ekhuluma emcimbini ofanayo, usiHlalo
woMkhandlu wabaHoli beNdabuko
eMpumalanga iNkosi uSipho uMahlangu
wathi amasiko enzele ukuthi kube khona
ukuphilisana okuhle phakathi kwabesilisa
nabesifazane, hhayi ukucindezelana.

Waghubeka wathi ukholelwa
ekubambisaneni kweNational
Prosecution Authority nabaholi
bendabuko ekugwashisaneni ngezinto
ezifana nodlame Iwezocansi olubhekiswe
kwabesifazane nasebantwaneni,
kungasiza kakhulu ekwehliseni
ubugebengu

Umphathiswa uShongwe ubonakala ephelezelwa uMphathiswa wezeMfundo uRegina Mhaule [kwesokunxele] ngenkathi kuvulwa
ngokusemthethweni umkhankaso wokulwa nokuhlukunyezwa kwabesifazane nabantwana. Kwesokudla ikhansela laseBushbuckridge.
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Ehlanzeni busingss pledge supportin the fight aainst (rime
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These are some business people from different companies who have pledged support to the department’s crime prevention initiatives

hlanzeni business community has pledged
Ssupport towards government's strategies in the
fight against crime.
The pledge would support the initiative by the department
to motivate the police do their work effectively.

Various business people representing several companies
in Ehlanzeni region pledged support such as motor bikes
and vehicle tyres to assist the police on their work.

The commitment was made at a business breakfast
meeting in Nelspruit where the business sector voiced
excitement over MEC Vusi Shongwe'’s strategy of raiding
taverns, conducting road blocks and doing stop and
search operations.

The purpose of the meeting was for the MEC to interact
with the business sector in an effort to establish mutual
understanding regarding crime prevention initiatives.

The MEC's activities are part of the department's Overall
Friday concept which encourages officials including
Shongwe to wear overalls and do something in the
communities outside their job descriptions.

The Overall Friday initiative seeks to drive managers
within the department and SAPS to be always outside their
offices, work in crime-infested areas within the province.

The campaign also assists the police to increase their
visibility in communities through the road blocks, raiding

MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON

of taverns and supporting the needy families with food
parcels.

The business sector pleaded with the MEC to sustain
police visibility especially in the business areas adding
thatit should not be a once off exercise.

Some business people complained about white collar
crime saying that it prevented them from providing
services to government.

Meanwhile, MEC Vusi Shongwe urged the business
community to continue ensuring that the province hosted
incident-free and successful events.

He told them that it was not the responsibility of
government alone to fight crime but should play a crucial
role as crime also affected them.

Shongwe added that there were businesses who were
already donating to government to assist the police and
community policing structures to perform their duties.

He warned them not to allow criminals to use or rent
buildings to people who sell stolen and illegal goods.
Shongwe also appealed to the taxi industry to ensure that
taxis were not used for transportation of illegal and stolen
goods or as get-away vehicles for wanted crime suspects.

He said that those who assist criminals would face the law

and his department would ensure that criminals receive
maximum sentences.

PAGE 15
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MEC Shongwe assists police
seize an unlicensed taxi driver

earing his police reflector jacket, moving up and
Wdown assisting police to search vehicles for
licenses and whether the vehicles are not
carrying illegal goods and dangerous weapons, MEC

Vusi Shongwe seemed to be interested in a white taxi full
of women.

The women came from Bushbuckridge where they had
attended an Opening Ceremony for the No Violence
Against Women and Children. The same event officiated
by Shongwe.

After asking the people where they were coming from and
where they were going, he subsequently asked the driver
to show his licence. To his surprise the, the driver was
transporting 15 passengers without a driver’s license.

MEC Shongwe immediately asked the police to arrest the
driver and impounded the vehicle. Before the driver was
taken to Mkhuhlu Police Station, he asked for help from
the passing empty taxis to assist take the passengers to
their destination.

A concerned Shongwe was seen grumbling to the other
police officers that it was such “irresponsible drivers” who
kill innocent people on the roads. “This is not right, this
driver has no driving license and the brakes of his taxi are
not working. He is putting the lives of 15 people in danger
and this could affect many families.

“We are happy that we were quick to detect this because
anything could have happened and many people would
have been affected. These road blocks will assist greatly in
reducing road accidents,” said irate MEC Shongwe.

While on the same roadblock, the police also manage to
assist a Pinetown driver who was driving a vehicle that was
reported stolen to go to the police station to effect status
with SAPS that the vehicle had been recovered.

“We want people to enjoy themselves and not worry at all,
because criminals have no place in our province,” said
MEC Shongwe. The MEC's roadblock assisted in arresting
people in possession of dangerous weapons, drugs,
stolen vehicles and driving under the influence of alcohol.

The MEC's roadblock was part of the Overall Friday
implemented by his department where officials wear
overalls and work in the communities. The MEC leads in
conducting road blocks, raiding of tavern and liquor outlets
to checkif they do comply with their licence.

He also handed over donated food parcels to the needy
people identified by Community Development Workers.
The department also handed over furniture to the victim
support centres while raising awareness on crime fighting
strategies.

MEC Vusi Shongwe assisting police in searching for undocumented foreigners.
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Private securtty urged to assist govemment

e S Wy . e e
- 1 1 u | *

il =T 4 L 3 i e Y pig= 1%l ]

Security guards at the Government Complex conducting stop and search at the exit gate.

pumalanga Safety, Security and
IVI Liaison MEC, Vusi Shongwe is

appealing on private security

companies to assist government

various government buildings.

“I was embarrassed recently when | had to account
to the Legislature about theft in government

: . X X buildings, and also humiliated that when the

in the fight against crime. suspects were arrested, some of them were security
Addressing the quarterly meeting between the guards deployed to safeguard the buildings,” said
Department and the security companies contracted Shongwe.

“l am therefore appealing to you not to allow a
handful of criminals within the industry to bring
the reputation of private security companies
down.to safeguard government property
in Witbank, MEC Shongwe said the
security companies were a critical
stakeholder and the community
trusted them to bring stability.

MEC Shongwe said, the security
companies should not be involved in : :
criminal activities as they are in the reputation of private
forefront in the fight against crime; security companies
therefore they needed to partner with down.”
government as stakeholders.

He said they should not collude with criminals
because they were trusted by government on
behalf of the people to safeguard public
property, its resources and to fight crime
and corruption.

“l am therefore appealing to you not to
allow a handful of criminals within the
industry to bring the reputation of
private security companies down.

“With that in mind, those within the
private security industry who are
involved in criminal activities must
expect no mercy from the police. They
will be arrested,” warned the MEC. He said
companies have a responsibility to protect,
secure and guard government property and assets.

“l am therefore
appealing to you not
to allow a handful of
criminals within the
industry to bring the

The MEC said the role of the private security
industry in the fight against crime was very crucial
because they were regarded as the first line of

defense for the people. The purpose of the quarterly meetings is to enable

the department to interact with security service
Shongwe has however called on the companies to providers and other stakeholders to reflect on the
do their work with much diligence in carrying out their developments in the industry that affect their
duties as there has several incidences of theft at operations.
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Shongwe targets corrupt police

Roadblocks will also be used to target police officers who are
illegally utilising state vehicles.

African Police Service, Mpumalanga Safety,

Security and Liaison MEC Vusi Shongwe is now
targeting those police officers utilising state vehicles
unlawfully.

I n his move to ensure that corruption in the South

Police officers who will be found misusing state
vehicles or driving them without permits will be
arrested. He made the announcement during a
hand-over ceremony of 79 new police vehicles to
police stations.

The MEC said there was “too much corruption” in the
police service and simple roadblocks could assist
remove corrupt police officers from the system.

Shongwe said he was aware that communities'
complaints that lack of police vans at the stations
was due to misuse by the officers who utilised
vehicles to do their private errands.

“People are raising genuine concerns out there. Itis
true that some officers are corrupt and misuse police
vans by visiting their girlfriends, ferry people or
transportillegal goods using these vehicles.

“From now on, police vehicles should be stopped
and checked if the occupants do have a permit or are
in their right place of operation.

Women police officers search a combi.

“Anyone who will be found to be on the wrong side of
the law should be arrested.

We cannot tolerate corrupt officers; they will all be
flushed out of the system. We rather have few good
instead of the huge number of ineffective police
officers,” said MEC Shongwe.

The MEC explained that it was a responsibility for
police officers to ensure that they had credibility from
the public. He said they needed to treat the vehicles
as if they owned them.

“Keep these vehicles new, | do not want to see
scratches, these are your working tools, they are
yours,” he said.

Speaking at the same event, Community Policing
Forum Provincial Chairperson, Mandla Mphuti
appreciated Mpumalamga SAPS management
saying the tools will enhance police visibility in the
communities.

Mphuti added that there would be no excuses from
the police for not attending to crime scenes.

He emphasised that the officers who will be utilising
the vehicles be trained for advanced driving in order
for the vehicles to remain in good condition.
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alleged human rights violation

The MEC’s entourage view the dam where residents allegedly get their
water. It is alleged that they share this water with animals.

The water alleged to be the farm residents.

Shongwe said farm dwellers should not be
afraid to report any acts of criminality to the
police.

He said once cases had been opened, they
should not be withdrawn regardless of how
powerful or wealthy the culprits might be.

“Nobody is above the law, It is the responsibility
of government to protect all citizens, farm
owners and workers alike, black or white,” said
Shongwe.

He urged the Waaklagte residents to address
some of the land related problems through the
Department of Land Affairs.

- R AL Fali S
These are some of the people who came in support of the
alleged victims of farm abuse.
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Shongwe intervenes over

Imost 17 years into democracy, concerns
over allegation abuse of human rights are still
dominating our sphere.

A farm dweller giving birth in a farm in Kinross
allegedly lost her baby because the owner would not
allow an ambulance to access the farm and assist
her. The woman wrote a letter and told Mpumalanga
Provincial Legislature about her plight.

Recently, MEC Vusi Shongwe visited the same farm,
Waaklagte, and was told by the farm dwellers that
they were subjected to gross inhumane treatment by
the farm owner.

They claimed that paramedics had to jump over the
gate to assist the woman who was giving birth as the
gate was locked; however they found the baby
already dead. The woman survived though.

They also told the MEC that they were not allowed
free access to the farm as the gates were

1 .-""_5‘ !
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constantly locked, they did not have access to clean
drinking water, they were not even allowed to visit
the graves of their loved ones whose remains were
buried on the farm.

They also alleged that the farm owner had destroyed
some of the graves. According to the farm dwellers,
they had been residing on the farm since 1986 and
other 12 families had left following the appalling
living conditions imposed by the farm owner.

It is understood that the farm owner's behaviour had
transgressed a three-year court order he received for
violating human rights in the farm.

Responding to the allegations, the MEC assured the
dwellers that the department would closely monitor
the case in order to ensure that justice prevails. He
seconded the regional director of the department to
assist the affected families in the farm.

The farm abuse allegations were serious in a way that they attracted the attention of the media.
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Over R1 million rand liquor seized
from illegal liquor traders.

the liquor industry in the province recently seized

over R1 million worth of alcohol at liquor outlets
around Bethal, Secunda and other areas around the
province. The task team took to these areas to audit liquor
outlets and the check compliance interms of liquor license.

A Mpumalanga Special Task Team set up to evaluate

The team comprised of the departments of Safety, Security
and Liaison; Economic Development, Tourism and
Environmental Affairs; Corporative Government and
Traditional Affairs; the South African Police Services and
the Mpumalanga Provincial Liquor Board. At least more
than 40 liquor outlets were visited.

The Department of Safety, Security and Liaison [DSSL]
Monitoring and Evaluation Senior Manager Mzamani Vuma
said while conducting the raids, they found that there were
no managers to run the outlets as required by the liquor
legislation.

It was also discovered that some licensees operated with
other people's licenses and allowed persons under the age
of 18 years in their premises. Vuma said the operation came
after the task team was mandated by the Executive Council
to raid all liquor trading facilites operating near schools,
churches and police stations.

One of the operators in Bethal whose facility was closed,
Ms Yinying Weng subsequently sued government for
confiscating alcohol in her outlet.

Police officials searching taverns during liquor operations.

The matter was later heard at the North Gauteng High
Court in Pretoria on the 14" December 2010. Ms Weng's
application to have the seized liquor returned to her was
dismissed with costs.

The operations by the team resulted in the confiscation
of alcohol to the estimated value of over 1 million from
liquor traders who have been operating without licenses
in allthe Regions.

So far the task team has visited and raided well-over 40
liquor outlets in the three Mpumalanga regions and more
are still to be visited.

Meanwhile, Mpumalanga Safety, Security and Liaison,
MEC Vusi Shongwe is appealing to all liquor traders in
the province to comply with conditions of their licences or
be prepared to face consequences.

He urged them to consult the Liquor Board or the local
police when they are not sure about any provisions of the
Act or conditions of their licenses.

He said that as much as the government is concerned
about the unemployment rate, communities should not
sell alcohol without approval from the Board. Shongwe
has also appealed to communities to drink responsibly
and report those liquor traders who are not compliant
with the law.

MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON




—-  Media cover

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2010

“Izﬁfﬁflf;‘”"' i::t{: 1S PerpetuaTing _Enu ST B BE N Tonpro ) BFo looeri e Daily: Sorry. Pleos te that AlLLL letier writers MUST) pro-
Foio=x ] R | =2 1 = i | | = T =i e T = i« = . ¥ ‘
al' errors committed by Inex G vilcrserrro lor Aand address, ofthernwise leiters they send in will ROT be

| C g : - > . : P~ e T F '
rithholgl v 3—~" mam=nifivry g pecember 2010 |ooore?
. mwf‘h“ MPUMALANGA NEV ZIWAPHI

aoldine L ﬁ = et
oW 20 11 November 2010 ‘Safety MEC outraged |-~

*e e lkal-

\* 1 by school girl’s rape &% oo
e™ ¢ (5 Sl 3 o b k.
o5 WO . MEC declares
war on crime

o g their lives difficull
Lole Madonsela

The husinesspeaple, who
3 pame from as far as
Afghanistan, Pukistan und
Somalia, got the opportunity
{0 infurm. Shongwe, pichered,
of their plight when the MEC
led o police raid in the aren
om Manday, The raid was alsa
meank b cheek e orelgn
naticnals hnd leged dome-
ments to be in the country
Shongwe told them nat ta
WOITY abe “me az all hot-
Eprots fn /F " Wiglspeuait

w;uld’ /oo

/ A - Wearing a bulletprool vest
a::ujlﬁc-{u}:::-ﬁ:-él i ogun, 1% wh‘i—:: the new h.vib{.'
for community safety, securily and LiEson,
M Vusi Shongwe, is going to do 1o
miotivate the police J

He said this during a ong-oo-0ne Merview
he had with Mpurmalanga News on Monday
He said the police wers nrdmag-_pnuqﬂu and
they needed suppart from politicians and his
taing hands-on would be great motivation

w «glice and also the community.
. only five days of tking office,

v has conducted ramds in taverns

1ral op-

e el
Helen

3 ixy ¥ .odawy-

ATAITIST

| MEC for Safety, Secu rity and liakson, Vusi Shon gwe '

(8]

e
tea-
EOAETR-

(FrRi-
= F =
-
had
e
Tals
TaAr!
IEi=e

= | Wkomazi, Bushbuckrndge and BY CHARMAINE 2L | Tesday
ooecl nbela in which amests were made ]if Y Ibe podice st bring them Lo
acisin they managed to fill up i i uios R | Stk aid our couris ust giv
cl PIro- sall ITIMIETANLS, confiacaiad Liquor IHor Mpumalangas  MEL ol safuiy ARSI Seibe s I
wrot . Jcensed traders and sent home underage i b Al ers i) A X i h
e ~ reomg Found in those esablishments. He Mr Vusi Shongwe seourity  und B, Vs | ssecessfully proscund o
S . "h“; lso managed 10 Tecover tWo new Shengwe, wanis a sk wriitld-he criminals”
3 £ ! 2 " 2
talocern. -f:.?c:-u ‘Tyvawi and paid a surprise visit 10 fior doing so is 1;:1;@11-;32:1;“&1“1&}_ e to investigste the recent rape al ,g//
FES L A T 5 : Tk somelimes people are . of an | l-veur-cld mel who was | Gt A
breat- ;on Strect, which is known for ; : Hnsmb ¥ g B | community of M
= }nmrﬁtﬂcm-inca where more arrests were  being paid 10 drop the charges,” he addec e o ey
i E T % Speaking about the Tactical Response ; e i Dy tte
-+ Sy o i & schools Team (TRT) he said he was stll going 1o e parl wes grabbed by an suspecied sersal % 7/ :
Plociay Shongwe said he p]‘mm:.d = mm-hc - meet with iis managemezii= he believe unkiown aflacker armed willi | TERed il won 471}6, 7 gllb Uy bg "oy -
s & gafer by conducting searches for weapons - ¢ e Sained to (il il | | moantl Yy Co &i'p#l/f 2y {7 o Fardr e
Seiiiciiid A ind drogs, He added that he would make that this (e i 4 Teuslf i lragnd o [hiek £ 86“‘434, i [,0’7/0’6(?,30 @ FAELEER
S [t s Flager g e oo smeet in S - bush in Telowune Moeth, weas | 7). rpist b ljj["/t' I"&}x {blii’ {'"} op 51"7‘?
thesr £ ‘LH _'_I._ E: S t0 ] - 4 Muombela, where she was & | P g,,""’s (ed ‘;V o;yl/[”li‘ hggﬁ[ 01#/47(/;8 rets
= ey o e S L brutally raped that whe had 1o ¥ LT &6 i, o P B
SEhECy P sprnd six :uu m huspiial | bowr IJ‘? 2 h”’é‘? [/)54?[! L (.S& 4?4?32 sexzxl
T i E et SN 5,00 Lpg” th @ e, Gy UG
T p ; | Hring gy, 0 o pe Ay Aay Conin € g 9 =
- Weve had it with ithess | their Y p:"effljg/ or e, o [ ERRERET—
l:\, ‘Lolel merciless  cowards  who &t | ghe Iz,” ?’&(« 4"‘4»0,;?10;3,9 4 l”’ig 8#0’31'{}” conmples
AT [_) s comdantly pauncing i imaoeent | e 0’4?11&{’6,7"@ I&Qfe,’a (’6‘(;‘ Ol,l{?g tl*"'{o e
BRIy wonien and  chdldren,”  safd £330 58 4y Wi, to 240, ° U Y00, | thie  ef-
T : | Loy ' G5ty Hih, %0 Py ey, O,
SAT-E  Shemgwe moa stuelment on é’éa [Owﬁz;,(’«%bg/] OQ['::: Q?tgs' DpDern and
hecd aw- =y o 'p:&'g,jlag:r,lb’@ ol 0‘3}00# o Mhyis let-
ST as »poilx tr & oe, Dl 525 F0, e by Ve AT :
¥ : a2 0 C 2 1 Oy B o, =
PaTtrreyr T %y S, 4‘00 e, %, %y 3 offFAces to
N - ’fe 6’,3%]; i@g t(&;p{?f# 12‘?&[ (8 :
&4
So0sh o 5%y S s 4y %6 I
ebg ,laj;i;édﬂ 27 l;/f% 1’8" © [[6’ ['.1"0@
% o, v 43 "?Q@ ,?"I'%I;O

4

o ‘
AN 20, W gy 3

" 1t SN QZZ[ZQ (’:élatl, efléc?’bs 6,7{ 5 ‘70

WO can do better fhan T61- %, Yoy Ygrr ey,

Imecia LEs(moungsters are dyimge to set

-

PAGE 10 MPUMALANGA SAFETY, SECURITY AND LIAISON

’ L ry
i’ W b, 2 B © 5200 L%l =
Veplly Sy, U py oy, Ve, B, g e
' & g s, ,4’%0‘%4;}' o Y ‘
- “petagds ok 07, gt B 5 |
v \ e

Alfred Mnulﬁg_nma

MPUMALANGA safely and
security MEC Vusi Shongwe
has assured residents of the
farm Waaklaggte near Kin-
ross that he will closely mon-
itor the case against a local
farmer who has been accused
of violating the rights of farm
dwellers.

The MEC's visit to the
farm on Priday was
prompted by a petition the
farm dwellers sent to the
provincial leglstatire com:
plaining that the farmer had
On many actasions violated
their basie hitman rights,

The farm dwellers con-
firmed to Shongwe that they

ere nol allowed free access
@ other farms as the gates
were constantly locked. They
also claim they had no
aceess to clean drinking
water and were not allowed
to vistt the-graves of their
loved ones whose remains
wers bupied on the farm.

They aito alleged that the
farmer had destroyed the
graves of their loved ones.

A family on the farm alsa
blamed the death of an
infant on the farmer. They
claimed that due to the farm
gates being locked an ambu-
lance could not gain entry to
take the sick ehild to hos-
pital, They said paramedics
had to jump over the gate to
attend tothe child.

The farm dwellers claimed
that thay had been living on
the farm since 1956, They
claimed 12 other families
had already left a5 a result
of the appalling living con-
ditions on the farm.

It is understood that the
farm owner's hehaviour has
transgressed a three-year
court order he received for
previpusly violating human
riehte pofhalamm ooy
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